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RAPID TESTING KITS PUSHED, BUT DUQUE STICKS 10 ‘GOLD a 
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‘DISTRESSING VOID’ Ina historic first, Pope Francis addresses Catholics around the world i inthe vast—and empty—St. Peter’s Sanare at the Vatican on Friday. . The Pope recited his “Urbi et 
blessing to ease the fears of the millions in lockdown around the globe due to the coronavirus pandemic, which has “filled everything with a deafening silence and a distressing void.” —ap 
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Netizens feast 

on Panelo’s paean 
Netizens on Friday skewered 
presidential spokesperson Sal- 
vador Panelo’s birthday greet- 
ing to President Duterte, where 
Armaggedon shared equal 5M 
space with felicitations. A3 
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STORY BY JOVIC YEE 


The number of people afflicted with the new coronavirus disease (COVID-19) 
in the country has reached 1,075 after the Department of Health (DOH) reported 
272 more cases. It marks the first time the DOH reported a three-digit 
increase but Health Undersecretary Maria Rosario Vergeire says this 


‘Missed opportunity’ 

to find PH epicenter 

One month since the country’s 
first local transmission of the 
coronavirus was reported, it re- 
mains a mystery how the strick- 
en person—Patient 5—got W 
infected. A2 
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is mainly due to increased testing in new laboratories nationwide. 
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US OKs portable 
COVID-19 quick test 
The US Food and Drug Admin- 
istration has given emergency 
authorization for the production 
and use of a portable COVID-19 
molecular test that can give = 
results in 15 minutes. AS 
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